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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH YELVERTOFT
ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE PCC SECRETARY

The PCC continues to meet regularly. Each meeting is preceded by a prayer for God’s guidance in the
work that we do. The PCC will continue to meet regularly over the coming year.

Meetings follow a regular agenda with members of the PCC presenting updates, detailing the varied
work that is required to keep the Church open for the whole community. Any major initiatives or repair
work requires the approval of the PCC. In addition to looking after the fabric of the building, the PCC
supports the Rector in ensuring that mission and outreach enables our Church to thrive and grow.

Regular agenda items include:

e The Rector’s Report

e Church Wardens’ Report — church management
e General correspondence

e Treasurer’s Report — church finances

e  Church fund raising and events

e Children’s Work — including blessing our school
e Safeguarding

e Reports from the Deanery Synod

We have enjoyed another busy year, supporting the usual Sunday services. The Churchyard has again
been well maintained and is open for everyone in the community. Having taken precautionary
measures in light of a spate of local thefts from churches, the PCC agreed to keep the church every
day.

Fundraising in 2024 included a successful Ladies’ Fashion Show and Cream Teas in the Reading Room,
which were all well supported.

In addition, the PCC worked with our other churches in the Benefice to secure the permanent
appointment of Rev. Graeme’s as Rector following his temporary tenure. Following the year end, the
PCC approved an updated Benefice Statement to advertise for a new Rector following Rev. Graeme’s
retirement on 31 March 2025.

The PCC would like to thank everyone who has supported the Church and its events over the past year,
contributing their time and money to make them a success.

We believe that our Church is an important part of our community, allowing us to join together in
fellowship and strengthen our faith. We encourage everyone to join us in celebrating God’s constant
love for us all, and the joy and peace that comes from knowing Jesus.

Sandra Odell
PCC Secretary

April 2025



ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH YELVERTOFT
CHURCH WARDEN’S AND FABRIC REPORT 2024/25

e Well amazing really, something that | personally had not envisaged was that we are now in
an unknown period of Interregnum and that the post of Rector for the Benefice will shortly
be advertised.

o | wish to express my personal thanks to Rev Graeme and Judy for all that they have done for
our Benefice since their arrival and | feel that the 3 Churches have never worked together as
much as in Rev Graeme’s tenure.

e We have this year seen 3 weddings,3 baptisms and very sadly 7 funerals.

e The variety of Services held in the Church continue to be well supported even though
illnesses have presented themselves for certain periods of time and have at times reduced
our numbers.

e Qur joint Benefice services have been well supported, links with Jim and Jan at the Chapel
continues to grow and offers joint Services for both congregations together with outdoor
events.

e QOur extended links with the school continue to grow through services after school clubs and
support to the staff through generous giving of baked and other food goodies on a regular
monthly basis.

e Aileen and | both attended the Churchwardens licensing service. Statistics for Mission 2024
and Articles of Enquiry 2024 have been completed and returned.

e Small items in the last Quinquennial inspection have been dealt with using local businesses.
Regular inspections of the organ have been carried out by Peter Spencer all electrical repairs
and fire inspections have been undertaken.

e Sadly, we have at the moment appeared to have lost the help and assistance of the West
Northamptonshire Community Payback Scheme in our churchyard maintenance. | have been
advised that this is due to a lack of resources and funding issues.

e Simon Barsby has quoted for redecoration of the internal building at a cost of £26k, this was
deferred at a previous PCC meeting as we were aware of Graeme’s impending retirement.

e Finally, | would like to thank Aileen and David for their support in the last 12 months, and to
all who contribute to the smooth running of our Church. We have a dedicated team that
always seem to pull together, be they Clergy, lay readers, choir, organists, bellringers,
readers, intercessors, caterers, flower arrangers and those | have forgotten.

Michael Larder

Church Warden



ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH YELVERTOFT
READER’S REPORT

| have been actively involved in many areas across the Benefice over the last 12 months.

See the below list which outlines some of the duties | have been involved in.

Regularly leading and preaching at services in all 3 Churches.
Taking Funerals and assisting at Baptisms.

Attending & Assisting Jo at Sail in Lilbourne.

Attending training courses at Peterborough as required.
Regular Monthly meetings with Graeme.

Preaching Group training with Graeme.

Supporting people across all 3 Parishes Pastorally as required.

Prayer Pebbles, Making sure prayer is carried out monthly for these.

Update

This September | am required to be relicensed as a Reader at Peterborough.

I hope to carry on serving Jesus in our Benefice going forward.

Lorna Taylor

Reader



ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH YELVERTOFT
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER’S REPORT

Safeguarding

is Everyone’s Responsibility

Parish Safeguarding is taken very seriously by our Church.

| have recently finished my Leadership Safeguarding Training.

| am dealing with and working all DBS clearances that are required.

Parish Safeguarding Policies have been discussed at PCC and agreed.
Shepherds Delight staff & volunteers are DBS cleared and policies in place.
Wardens and PCC members aware of their responsibilities.

Training has been discussed and those needing to update will be advised.

As part of my Leadership course | have advised the team | will update the Safeguarding
information in the church and also organise some kind of wallet card for the pews with
important information re Safeguarding contacts.



ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH YELVERTOFT
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Shepherds Delight

* Shepherd’s Delight continues to meet in Yelvertoft Primary School school hall each Wednesday in
term time and the school head and staff make us very welcome.

* The numbers of children attending (4-11) have remained constant throughout the year at 22 and
there are 2 spare spaces available.

* The team has grown this year to 5 members and the team is strong and committed.

* We received a generous grant from the Diocesan Gen 2 fund which will resource Shepherd’s
Delight for one year.

* Barbara Brazier is serving as deputy leader to Rev Jo and she continues to go from strength to
strength as our benefice Ridley Hall Placement Student for her diploma course in Theology and
Mission with a focus on children’s and families work.

Church links with school

* Jesus Story Book bibles were purchased for the classrooms from reception to year 5 and Youth
bibles for year 6 from the Gen 2 grant. These have been gratefully received.

* School Assemblies: Rev Jo takes an assembly in the school fortnightly in rotation with the ministers
of Yelvertoft Independent Chapel, Jim and Jan Lyon. Recently, Rugby Youth for Christ have done
two assemblies in the school this school year which have been well received. Barbara Brazier will
be joining the assembly team after Easter.

* Blessing the School: each month a member of All Saints’ Church takes a gift such as home made
scones or cakes and a card from us all to say that the church is praying for the school and that we
appreciated the work they do with the children. Thank you to the team who most generously do
this.

* Church members are welcome to attend events in the school and some do so (School plays, carol
singing and sports days). The church welcomes the school into the church for their Leavers’
Service. The school really values their relationship with the church.

Other Children’s Ministry

We have an All Age Service where the children and families attend once a month.
We have 2/3 regular children and often that can go up to 5/6.

We discussed at the last PCC creating a brighter and appealing children’s area; and are now
purchasing bean bags and a rug. With plans to display books on the bookshelf and have toys and
things constantly available in the designated area.

It was mentioned that we could maybe look at starting a children’s choir.
There is no Toddler group, children’s group or Teenage group.

Hopefully, when the new incumbent takes a position we can grow into a new and stronger church in
this area.



